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PResiDent’s MessAge
Chris Cox, Castone Corporation

Hello fellow Precasters, Associates, and Professionals,

I trust that your 2014 is off to a great start! I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of you again 
for putting your confidence and trust in me to serve as 
your President for this term. It is truly an honor, and I 
pledge to you to do my best to serve the membership 
and promote the goals of the Association. I am 
looking forward to our continued progress, so please 
do not hesitate to contact me anytime to discuss your 
ideas for the future.

I am particularly proud of our Certification Program, 
which we have improved and continue to improve. 
The program is stronger than ever, and stands 
unchallenged. Not only does this program afford APA 
producers a strong presence in the market, but it 
makes us all better producers as well. Thanks go out 

to Vice President Dino Diana, 
who has agreed to Chair this 
committee for 2014. I am sure he 
will welcome all of our input and 
feedback on certification topics.

I would like to urge each 
member to stay active and be 
involved in the APA. After all, 
our most valuable asset is our people. Columbia 
Precast is hosting our spring workshop, so plan to 
come to Nashville in April. See you there!

Chris Cox 
APA President

For over 20 years, Fred McGee served as the 
Architectural Precast Association Executive 
Director. In conjunction with the APA Board 
meeting in January, many board members 
and past presidents gathered at a dinner to 
say farewell to Fred. 

After the meal, there was a Roast and Toast 
for Fred. Members shared stories of Fred’s 

many achievements over the years and 
some funny anecdotes along the way. After 
hearing all of the stories, it was evident 
that Fred was dedicated to the industry 
and to the members of the association. We 
appreciate all of the support throughout the 
years and wish you well in your retirement!  

Farewell to Fred Mcgee
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exeCUtiVe DiReCtoR’s MessAge
John Ricco, APA Executive Director

Although I had an opportunity to meet 
many of you at the APA convention in 
Park City last year, I thought I’d take 
a few minutes to provide background 
about Partners in Association 
Management since this is the first issue 
of The Precaster since Partners took 
over the operation of the APA. We look 
forward to helping the APA build upon 
its solid foundation of service to its 
members.

Partners in Association Management was 
founded in 1998 and has a track record 
of implementing effective financial 
management and creating growth 
for our association clients. Partners is 
accredited by the AMC Institute and has 
been recognized by the Florida Trend 
Magazine as one of the “Best Companies 
to Work For” in Florida for the past three 
years. We currently manage seventeen 
national and state trade and professional 
associations. Our staff of 30 FTE works 
hard to ensure that our associations 
become more dynamic and innovative 
vehicles to accomplish the missions of 
their organizations. 

I personally have 20 years of expertise 
in all facets of association management 
including: executive leadership, 
advocacy, non-dues revenue generation, 
fundraising, corporate relations and 
member relations. In addition, I am 

currently the Immediate Past Chairman 
of the Board of Directors for the Florida 
Society of Association Executives (FSAE) 
(Florida’s “association for associations”). 
I hold a Master of Public Administration 
Degree from Florida State University 
and Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of Florida.

Christina Welty, the APA’s new program 
manager, has more than 10 years of 
association management experience at 
the Florida School Nutrition Association, 
Florida Fire Equipment Dealers 
Association and the Washington State 
Dental Laboratory Association. Christina 
holds a Master of Arts of Communication 
degree from Florida State University and 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Hanover 
College. 

We are excited to serve you and are 
excited about the future of the APA!

John Ricco 
Executive Director

the APA: Under new Management

John Ricco

Christina Welty

Greetings from Tallahassee!
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APA members may see something 
new in this year’s inspection 
process: Wi-Fi enabled video 
cameras. In order to keep 
inspections costs (and thus dues) 
as affordable as possible, some 
inspectors may be using video 
cameras and a Wi-Fi transmitter 
to allow an off-site inspector 
(engineer) to view various aspects 
of the plant through a secure 
connection without having to 
physically be on-site. This will save 
time and money and will help 
keep inspection costs and dues at 
reasonable levels. 

The use of the cameras will largely 
depend on the logistics associated 
with timing and location of the 
inspection(s). It is anticipated 
that many will continue in the 

traditional manner, but where 
necessary due to time and 
cost considerations, the video 
transmissions will be used. 

In most cases, the cameras will 
transmit and NOT record the 
inspection process, which can only 
be viewed over a secure login. 
In instances where there may 
be technical difficulties or the 
inability to transmit a signal, the 
appropriate parts of the inspection 
will be recorded. The files will be 
viewed later by the appropriate 
staff and then promptly deleted. 

We are excited that this use of 
technology will help to expedite 
the inspection process and save 
money, too.

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Using technology to enhance the inspection Process
Some inspectors 

may start using 

video cameras and 

a Wi-Fi transmitter 

to keep inspection 

costs down.
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APA NEWS

The APA continues to represent the membership 
and our Certification Program at the premier 
tradeshow for architects: the American Institute 
of Architects National Convention & Expo. The 
2014 show will be held in Chicago, IL from June 
26-28. If you plan to be at the show, please visit 
booth 2021. 

A few of the board members have already 
committed to participate at the trade show. 
If you are interested in representing the APA 
and reaching architects visiting from your 
area, please contact the APA office as soon as 
possible to coordinate schedules. 

Are you unable to join us but still want to 
contribute? Consider sending small, handheld 
samples for the architects to see and touch! 
Contact the office to discuss arrangements.

We’re off to the AiA national Convention and expo!

APRIL 12-14, 2014
APA Spring Workshop 
Four Points by Sheraton Nashville Brentwood
Nashville, TN

Reservations: 1-800-368-7764 or  
http://bit.ly/1gyYN9J
Room Rates: $99 
Reservation Deadline: 3/21/2014

*Please mention that you are with the Architectural Precast 
Association to receive the special conference rate. 

MAY 29-31, 2014 
APA Finishing & Patching Workshop
Arban & Carosi, Inc. 
Woodbridge, VA
A small room block will be available at a nearby 
hotel. Details to follow. 

SAVE THE
DATES!

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND AT LEAST ONE OF THESE INFORMATIVE MEETINGS. 
MORE DETAILS COMING SOON!  
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HEALTH INSURANCE UPDATE

Understanding the new Health insurance Law
by Craig Pendleton, Benchmark Benefits 

As the new health law (ACA/
Affordable Care Act/Obamacare) 
goes into effect, many 
unanswered questions still remain.

As I am sure everyone is aware, 
employer mandates have been 
delayed for 1 year. This is good as 
it allows an opportunity to get a 
better grasp on the full intent and 
application of the law.

One impact to business owners 
is that the panic I have seen with 
some businesses need not exist. 
There is time to review all of this 
and be prepared for 2015.

It is important, however, that you 
are tracking the number of full 
time employee equivalents you 
have so you are prepared for 2015. 

This means tracking the number 
of hours worked by employees 
to determine the number of 
employees that qualify for 
insurance and whether or not a 
company is classified as a “large 
group employer” or a “small 
group employer”, and whether 
or not the mandate to offer 
insurance applies to your company.

There is also the tracking period 
for variable hour employees, 
which becomes rather complex. 
Make sure you get competent help 
with this aspect also. I recommend 
using a professional payroll 
company to assist with this matter. 

Regarding the law as a whole, 
many different opinions exist 

regarding what’s good, what’s 
bad, how to comply, and whether 
or not to continue providing 
health insurance for employees, 
or simply pay the penalty and let 
employees fend for themselves.

This last point is an interesting 
conundrum. There is a contingency 
of “advisors” who are advocating 
employers discontinue insurance 
and have the government subsidize 
insurance for their employees.  I 
admit that I have recommended 
that to 1 or 2 of my small group 
clients. However, the reasons that 
have caused employers to offer 
benefits in the past still exist. Those 
reasons have not disappeared simply 
because a law now requires that 
benefits be offered.

As with virtually all planning 
issues, the “one size fits all” 
mentality (what is good for one 
company is good for all) is seldom 
a wise philosophy. (As I indicated 
at the Park City convention, I 
am a strong advocate for self-
funding of health insurance plans 
for employer groups WHERE IT 
APPLIES AND MAKES SENSE. I 
would NEVER make a blanket 
statement that ALL employers 
should self-fund. It must make 
sense in the individual case in 
point. I would recommend all 
employers be open to looking into 
this concept with an experienced 
self-funding agent and then 
determine where it does and does 
not fit.)

As with all aspects of this new law, 

make sure the recommendations 
you receive, and follow, are based 
on the needs of your individual 
company. Be sure that you have 
detailed discussions with your 
broker and that you are getting 
competent advice.

Some aspects apply to all 
employers who offer health 
insurance:

The PCORI fee: an annual fee 
paid with the 2nd quarterly wage 
and tax filing. It is either $1.00 or 
$2.00 per individual, depending on 
when your plan year ends.

The Reinsurance fee: a fee which 
is likely included in your monthly 
insurance billing either as a part 
of the premium or a separate 
line item billing. This is $5.25 per 
member per month 

These 2 fees are per member, NOT 
per employee.

The HIT (Health Insurance Tax): a 
new tax added by the ACA to all 
fully insured plans (Self-insured 
plans are not required to pay this 
tax). It is 2.45% on all premiums 
paid to an insurance company. 

The value of good advice is 
immeasurable at this time with 
this new law.

Please let me know if I can be of 
assistance: Craig Pendleton, 1-877-923-
6249, Craig@bmarkbenefits.com,  
www.bmarkbenefits.com
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FLASH NEWS

This past fall, the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH) launched a new video in its Tale of Two Homes series 
entitled, “Hurricane Sandy: A Story of Survival” for the one-year anniversary. The video tells the story of the 
Sochacki family of Union Beach, NJ, their beloved pets and the home that saved their lives. The Sochacki family is 
sharing their story to help others understand the link between strong building and disaster survival. Read more 
about their story at: http://reut.rs/1fZihpj

The video is also available at: http://bit.ly/1jq5XSz

If you know of anyone who went through a similar situation with their concrete home, please contact the APA 
office at info@archprecast.org. 

Source: TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Oct. 24, 2013 /PRNewswire/

Federal Alliance for safe Homes® Releases Hurricane 
sandy ‘tale of two Homes’ story of survival
Sochacki family and pets escape to concrete home next door

Don’t forget that we offer our architects AIA credits if they attend 
our Lunch N’ Learn programs and tour our plants! Hours available 
include: 

Architectural Precast: Building Your Vision – APA005: 1 Hour – 1 LU* •	
Cast Stone: Building Your Vision – APA006: 1 Hour – 1 LU* •	
Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete – APA007: 1 Hour – 1 LU* •	
Plant Tour: Architectural Precast Construction Practices – APA-02: 1 •	
Hour – 1 LU

Click the thumbnails on the right for the updated 2014 AIA 
Completion Form and evaluation. Remember to return these 
forms to the APA office within 2 weeks of the program to receive 
certificates of completion to all participants that request them.

Updated AiA Completion Forms Available! 
Architectural Precast Association, Inc. 

CES Program Evaluation 

Please offer additional feedback on the reverse of this evaluation.  Thanks! 

 
We want to make our training sessions as meaningful as possible and appreciate your candid evaluation of your 
experience in response to the questions below.  Please complete and drop off before you leave, or mail to: 
Architectural Precast Association, 325 John Knox Rd. L-103, Tallahassee, FL 32303; or Fax: 850-222-3019. 
 

Please select all programs attended today: 
 Architectural Precast: Building Your Vision – APA005: 1 Hour – 1 LU 
 Cast Stone: Building Your Vision – APA006: 1 Hour – 1 LU 
 Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete – APA007: 1 Hour – 1 LU 
 Plant Tour: Architectural Precast Construction Practices – APA-02: 1 Hour – 1 LU 
 
Please indicate your role: 
 Architect      Intern    Specification Writer     Legal/Accounting/Staff 
 Engineer      Contractor   Other ______________________ 
 
CIRCLE ONE NUMBER PER QUESTION: 
 
 
1. Overall satisfaction with this session: 

 
2. Satisfaction with the format of this presentation: 

 
3. Met overall personal objectives for attending: 

 
4. Overall quality of training aids (handouts, audio/visual, etc.): 

 
5. Quality of session content: 

 
6. Overall knowledge and presentation of speakers: 

 
  Presenter Name:_____________________________ 
 

7. Applicability/value of new knowledge, ideas, or information: 

POOR      EXCELLENT 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
 
 
1   2   3   4 
 
1   2   3   4 
 

How could this session be improved?                    
                             
                             
 
What other topics would be of interest?                    
 
Additional Comments:                        
                             
                             

 
AIA/CES Program Completion (Provider Form B) 
Registered Providers are responsible for reporting to the AIA/CES the names of ALL AIA members. 
Use this form to report the names of AIA members who have earned credit.  Do not alter the format of this form. 
This document must be kept on file for six (6) years with the Provider Point of Contact.             Amended 2014  
 
(Please select which programs you attended) 

 Architectural Precast: Building Your Vision – APA005: 1 Hour – 1 LU* 
 Cast Stone: Building Your Vision – APA006: 1 Hour – 1 LU* 
 Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete – APA007: 1 Hour – 1 LU* 

* For our Building Your Vision Seminar Series, one Learning Unit equals one hour of time. Learning Units are awarded based on the number of hours, not the number of sections. 
For example, to earn all three learning units available, the presentation must be at least three hours. Multiple sections can be covered in less than the one hour increments. For 
example, all three sections could be covered in two hours – two Learning Units would be awarded. 

 Plant Tour: Architectural Precast Construction Practices – APA-02: 1 Hour – 1 LU 
 

G307 Architectural Precast Association, Inc. 
Provider Number   Provider Name 
 
Name of Person submitting this report:   _______________________________________ 
 
Producer Company Name:   ____________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Program Completion:                        City/State:      
 
 
Participants at this program:  (Please print legibly or type) 
 
 AIA Member AIA Membership Number  Name of Participant   Certificate** 
 Yes or No              (required)          Request 
 
 1.  Yes  No                 
 
 2.  Yes  No                 
 
 3.  Yes  No                 
 
 4.  Yes  No                 
 
5.  Yes  No                 
 

 6.  Yes  No                 
 
 7.  Yes  No                 
 
 8.  Yes  No                 
 
 9.  Yes  No                 
 
10.  Yes  No                 
 
11.  Yes  No                 
  
12.  Yes  No                 
 
13.  Yes  No                 
 
 
Return this form within two weeks of program completion to: The Architectural Precast Association (Program Provider) 
        E-mail: info@archprecast.org Fax: 850-222-3019 
 
**It is the responsibility of the APA to send out certificates of completion to all participants that request them. 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

A new Bench-mark at governors island
In November, the Fabrikator 
magazine highlighted the 
Governors Island project by 
APA member, Southside Precast 
Products, located in Buffalo, New 
York. 

The curb and bench units were 
fabricated using a combination 
of custom molds. To expedite 
production and cut costs, a 
standard set of shapes was defined 
in AutoCAD and formed from 
rubber molds. “Everything has a 
radius edge, from seats to curbs 
to the grass level,” explained 
Southside President Paul Rossi. 
The team worked with rubber and 
foam molds to achieve the desired, 
smooth texture on 3.2 miles of 
concrete at an affordable price.

West 8, the architectural firm 
working on the project, designed 
an organic, circular low bas-

relief “fish eye” pattern for 
every section of the curb. “The 
architects were very particular 
about the density of the pattern,” 
said Rossi. Each coating was hand 
applied; corner sections and curb 
pieces with receding angles and 
hundreds of custom molds were 
cast to ensure the surface of each 
piece remained perfectly smooth 
and the patterning unblemished.

To withstand weathering, 
Southside follows production 
guidelines established by the 
Architectural Precast Association 
(APA) for air entrainment, 
consolidation, and consistency of 
binder to aggregate. Beyond APA 
standards, the fabricators took 
advantage of the Buffalo climate 
and put each piece through 
freeze-thaw testing. Southside 
also applied a proprietary 
coating—a secret blend of epoxy 

and a marine-grade coating for 
fiberglass—to withstand salt 
from de-icing treatments and 
the river’s brackish water. Once 
the installation was complete, 
a principal designer at West 8 
remarked that it was the best 
product he’d seen in his career 
working with precast concrete.

For the full article, please click 
here: http://bit.ly/1gz0dB2

Changes coming to APA Certification re: Freeze -Thaw  
The APA Board of Directors 
recently took action to ensure 
that freeze-thaw concerns were 
adequately addressed by all APA 
producer members. After much 
discussion as to the best manner to 
ensure the long term viability of 
precast products in colder regions, 
the board ultimately opted to 
support a two-pronged approach.  
The APA Plant Certification criteria 
have been amended to provide for 
freeze thaw assurance by requiring 

that plants either conduct 
freeze thaw testing or ensure air 
entrainment as provided in ASTM 
666 as modified by AMC 1364. 
The revised requirements provide 
that producers that opt for testing 
must maintain one current freeze-
thaw test, beginning with the 
plant’s first inspection of 2015. 
Those producers who do not wish 
to conduct freeze-thaw testing can 
comply by ensuring inspectors they 
have an adequate air void system 

in place by keeping satisfactory 
air testing records on file. More 
details will be provided soon. 

These changes will further the APA 
tradition of ensuring to specifiers 
and others in the construction, 
architectural and engineering 
community that APA members 
are producing the highest quality 
precast. Please contact the APA 
offices at 850.205.5637 if you have 
any questions.

MEMBER CORNER
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MEMBER CORNER

Lucas Concrete Products, inc. Receives Recognition 
for Veterans Memorial
Concrete Products magazine recently recognized 
APA member Lucas Concrete Products Inc., for their 
APA award winning project on the Garner Veterans 
Memorial in Garner, N.C. The memorial contains 37 
concrete wall panels that were individually molded 
and poured utilizing an “earthcasting” technique 
that was tested and developed by the architect, 
Clearscapes, working with Lucas Concrete Products. 

The project was designed to honor Garner area 
veterans since the country’s beginning in 1776. The 
architectural team tamped about 40,000 lb. of local 
clay, broke the compacted clay into clods, and packed 
it into molds to create the texture of broken ground. 
The concrete was then pigmented with iron oxide to 
match the local clay soil. The concrete benches and 
paving were acid-etched to impart a smooth, non-
directional surface. The honed Mt. Airy granite wall 
panels and the engraved brick pavers were also chosen 
as North Carolina materials.

Two walls composed of individual panels swell across 
the landscape beneath the United States and North 
Carolina flags. Light gray panels commemorating 
North Carolina’s contributions to various U.S. conflicts 

(one for each decade) are attached to the supporting 
clay wall panels. A second smaller-scaled series of walls 
is inside the memorial. 67 Garner-area veterans who 
have died in combat are recognized on the memorial. 

The Member Corner is a new addition to the Precaster, 
where we will showcase the work of our producer 
members that receive awards or accolades in trade 
publications.  If your work has received recognition and 
you would like to be considered for inclusion, please 
contact Christina Welty, Program Manager at  
cwelty@executiveoffice.org.  


